
Finance and Constitution Committee 
 

Work Programme 
 

Introduction 
 
1. The Finance and Constitution Committee has agreed the following revised 

work programme for May and June within the context of the on-going 
COVID-19 public health emergency.  This will be kept under review given 
the rapidly evolving situation.   
 

2. The Committee continues to be very mindful of the need to carry out its 
scrutiny function without unnecessarily diverting essential Scottish 
Government and wider public sector resources away from dealing with the 
pandemic.  

 
3. At the same time the Committee recognises that there is a wider public 

interest in ensuring that there is transparency and accountability in relation 
to the Scottish Government’s response to COVID-19.  The Committee will, 
therefore, continue to ensure that the Scottish Government is held to 
account in areas which engage our remit on a proportionate basis.     

 
4. The Committee will also keep under review its approach to its previous 

work programme which has been suspended due to COVID-19.   
 

Budget and Fiscal Issues 
 

5. The Scottish Government has advised that they plan to publish a Summer 
Budget Revision (SBR) towards the end of May.   This will detail all 
funding allocations made to date in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 

 
6. In advance of the SBR being published the Committee would 

welcome written views on the impact of COVID-19 on the public 
finances and the Fiscal Framework.  Written submissions should be 
emailed to Finance.Constitution@parliament.scot by Friday 29 May.1   
 

7. The Committee will also hear oral evidence in public using 
videoconferencing technology in May and June.  This will include 
hearing from the Scottish Fiscal Commission in May on its recent 
supplementary publication which provides an update on the 2020/21 
Budget2.  The Committee will also hear from the Fraser of Allander 
Institute in May.   

 
8. The Committee will also hear from the Cabinet Secretary for Finance 

following the publication of the SBR. 

                                            
1 The Parliament’s Privacy Notice which explains how we will handle personal data can be 
accessed here: 
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Finance/General%20Documents/Privacy_Notice.pdf 
2 https://www.fiscalcommission.scot/forecast/supplementary-publication-fiscal-update-april-
2020/  
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Constitution Issues  

 

9. The Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, Europe and External Affairs wrote 
to the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster (CDL) on 18 March 2020 
requesting a pause to EU/UK negotiations for at least six months.  He 
stated that it “would seem impossible for business and others to cope with 
the enormous challenge of Coronavirus while at the same time preparing 
for a completely new relationship with the EU in nine months’ time.”  The 
CDL responded 0n 2 April stating that with “regard to the timeline, the 
transition period will end on 31 December 2020, as enshrined in UK law, 
which the Prime Minister has made clear he has no intention of changing.” 

 
10. The Cabinet Secretary was asked by the COVID-19 Committee at its 

meeting on 24 April what the risks are to the Scottish Government’s 
response to the pandemic from the transition period ending this year.  He 
responded that there are three issues: resources, scrutiny and impact. 

 
11. The Committee has agreed to take evidence from the Cabinet 

Secretary on Brexit related issues before the end of June.  This may 
be subject to review depending on developments in the progress of 
the negotiations between the UK and the EU on the future 
relationship.   

 
Trade Bill 
 
12. The Trade Bill was introduced in the House of Commons on 19 March but 

not date has yet been announced for its second reading.   
 

13. Once a LCM has been published and the legislative timetable at 
Westminster has been agreed the Committee will consider and agree 
its scrutiny approach. 
 

Continuity Bill 
 
14. The Minister for Parliamentary Business told the Parliament on 1 April that 

“for the time being no additional work is being done on the UK Withdrawal 
from the European Union (Legal Continuity) (Scotland) Bill.”  He also 
explained that the government “will be forced to revisit that quickly” if there 
is no extension to the Brexit transition period. 

 
15. Once the Bill is published the Committee will consider and agree its 

scrutiny approach.      
 
 
April 2020 
 
 



 
 

 
 


